“Enjoy what you have”

· Stewardship is about __________ and not owner-ship.  Stewardship is about __________________.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .

·  This morning is Palm Sunday.  ________________________________________ .

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· The Book of Ecclesiastes is one long sermon which examines the question (under the sun) “Is life really worth living?”  _____________________________________ .
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that with God, life is worth living, no matter the issues, problems, situations, or circumstances of life.
· The Word of God makes plain that God gives us more than we ask.  We cannot fathom all that God longs to bestow upon us.   
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
the relevant question >  “How to enjoy what you have?”
1 – Life Is A ____________ From God.
2 – Life Is Thru The ___________ Of God.
3 – Life Is To ______________ God.
1 – life is a  ________________  from god 
v2 > “A man to whom God has given riches, wealth, and honor, so that he wants  nothing for his soul of all that   he desires, yet God gives him not power to eat thereof, but a stranger eats it...” 
· Solomon speaks of a severe evil and a terribly unfair trouble that he has witness on earth.  That is, God has given to some individuals’ great wealth and honor so that they can have everything they want but God does not give them the health to enjoy it.  Therefore, they die and others get it all.  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· More than one person has worked hard and looked forward to a comfortable retirement only to have a heart attack and become either an invalid or a statistic. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· This is vanity – futile – empty.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 
· That is, whatever you have, if it is your desire to enjoy it, recognize that it and your life are gifts from God.
· Nobody can truly enjoy the gifts of God, _______ from the God who gives the gifts. 
· To enjoy the gifts without the Giver is idolatry, and this can never satisfy the human heart.  ___________________________________________________________ . 
· Enjoyment, without God is merely entertainment and it doesn’t satisfy.
· Enjoyment with God is enrichment, and it brings true joy and satisfaction.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
2 – life is thru the _______________ of god
v3 > “If a man beget an hundred children, and live many years, so that the days of his years be many … I say, that an untimely birth is better than he.”
· Your life is through the abundant grace of an Almighty God.  
· Solomon offers a stalk comparison between a stillborn child and a 2000 year-old man who has fathered 100 children.  
· It matters not whether you live three-score ten years, four-score years, hundred-score years, or zero-score, it is meaningless if you are unable to enjoy what you have.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 
· If God is not involved, it is all meaningless and worthless.  Life is a gracious gift from God.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 

· Part of our stewardship is to dedicate a spiritual portion of our lives to ministry for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.  Your entire life belongs to the Lord.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 
· Life confronts us with far too many mysteries we can’t understand them all, and with too many puzzles we cannot solve.  For life to be truly satisfying, it has to make sense, and when it does not make sense we become frustrated.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ . 
3 – life is to _________________ god 
v6 > “Yea, though he live a thousand years twice told, yet hath he seen no good: do not all go to one place.”
· This is clearly a hypothetical case because nobody lives for 2000 years, yet Methuselah lived 969 years, and Solomon is asking us to imagine a man living more than twice that long. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· Solomon is obviously exaggerating here in order to make his point:  no matter how much you possess, if you don’t possess the power to enjoy it, you might just as well never have been born.  No matter how long you live, live your life to glorify God. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
· In Philippians 4:11 – Paul states > “I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”   

· The Greek word for “content” carries the idea of ________________________ .
· Within Paul, he carried all the resources needed for facing life courageously and for triumphing over difficulties.  “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .  
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